
Curriculum Overview  

Year R 2020-2021 
 
 

Term 
Autumn  

 

Spring  

 

Summer  

 

Enquiry Question 
How are we the same and how are we different? 

 

Why is it important to keep healthy?  

What does being healthy mean? 
What would it be like if all the animals on earth 

disappeared? 

Focus Concepts 

Diversity 

Individuality 

Tradition 

Celebration 

Well-being 

Happiness 

Sadness 

Health 

Change 

Beauty 

Sustainability 

Responsibility 

Hooks / trips / visitors 

(Subject to restrictions 

this year) 

Special boxes from home. 

 

Designing a hat for our Christmas celebrations 

 

Parents in school to share any special religious or cultural festivals 

that they celebrate at home. 

 

Christmas Nativity and Christmas party celebrations 

Day of sports activities. 

 

Kidz Fit P.E  workshop 

Swanwick Lakes and nature reserve. 

 

Zoolab visit (Subject to restrictions being lifted) 

Outcome 

 
Christmas celebration - You must bring a hat! 

Planning a sporting event or workshop. (Subject to 

restrictions) 

 

Leaving a legacy 

Core Texts 

Let’s Celebrate! Festival POems from around the world by Debjani 

Chatterjee 

You Must Bring a Hat!  

Party Animals by Tony Mitton 

Mama Panya’s Pancakes by Mary and Rich Chamblin 

The Smeds and Smoods by Julia Donaldson 

Elmer’s Day by David McKee 

Kipper’s Toybox - Nick Inkpen  

Monkey Puzzle by Julia Donaldson 

The Nativity 

Rama and Sita: The Story of Diwali by Malachy Doyle 

The Lion Inside and The Koala who could  – Rachel 

Bright and Jim Field 

Daredevil Duck – Charlie Adler Tiddler by Julia 

Donaldson 

Colin and Lea, Carrot and Pea – Morag Hood 

Peace at Last – Jill Murphy 

Ruby’s Worry by Tim Percival 

The Worrysaurus by Rachel Bright 

The Colour monster by Anna Llenas 

The Healthy Wolf by David Bedford 

Michael Recycle 

Snail Trail – Jo Saxton 

Twist and Bop, Minibeast Hop – Tony Mitton 

Mad About Minibeasts 

Tadpole’s Promiseby Jeanne Willis 

The Hungry Caterpillar - Eric Carle 

 

Characteristics of 

Effective Learning 

Playing and Exploring – being willing to have a go 

Creating and thinking critically – having own ideas 

Playing and exploring – finding out and exploring 

Creating and thinking critically – making links and 

choosing ways to do things 

Active Learning – keeping on trying 

Playing and exploring – playing with what they know 

Creating and thinking critically – choosing ways to do 

things and having their own ideas 

Playing and exploring – finding out and exploring 

Home Learning 

Special box  

Bring in a celebration memory from home.  

 

Celebrations- make a hat 

Research different sports - Find out about a sport 

you have not done before 

 

Plan and cook a healthy meal at home with your 

family /  Set yourself a challenge 

Give children seeds and a flower pot – learn how to look 

after plants and why they are important to our 

environment (link to Year 1 Autumn 1 topic) 

Document the change to the seed (photo diary).  

Jigsaw - PSHE 
Being me in my world  

Celebrating difference  

Dreams and goals 

Healthy me  

Relationships  

Changing me  

Personal, Social and Emotional Development 

Throughout the year the children will be taught a range of skills to support them with making relationships, developing their self-confidence and self-awareness and to help them manage 

their feelings and behaviour. Through child initiated learning they will have lots of opportunities to practise and consolidate these skills.  The following statements lay out the progression of 

these skills and are taken from the Development Matters in the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) 2012. We understand that all children develop at different rates and all have different 

starting points on entry to school. Each child will be treated as an individual and supported through their learning journey as they develop their skills. 

Making Relationships 

 

The children will be supported to play in a group, extending and 

elaborating play ideas, e.g. building up a role-play activity with 

other children. They will be encouraged to initiate play, offering 

cues to peers to join them. They will be provided with 

opportunities to keep play going by responding to what others 

The children will have opportunities to initiate 

conversations, attend to and take account of what 

others say. They will be supported to explain their 

own knowledge and understanding, and ask 

appropriate questions of others. They will be taught 

The children will play cooperatively, taking turns with 

others. They will take account of one another’s ideas 

about how to organise their activity. They will show 

sensitivity to others’ needs and feelings, and form positive 

relationships with adults and other children. 



  
 

Other areas of the EYFS Development matters curriculum will be covered through other experiences offered to the children through their child-initiated learning, focus jobs and whole class inputs. 

are saying or doing. They will be taught friendly behaviour, 

initiating conversations and forming good relationships with peers 

and familiar adults. 

strategies to take steps to resolve conflicts with 

other children, e.g. finding a compromise. 

Self-confidence and 

self-awareness 

The children will be supported to select and use activities and 

resources. They will be supported to talk to other children when 

playing, and to communicate freely about their home and 

community.  The children will have opportunities to talk about 

themselves in positive terms and talk about abilities. 

The children will build their confidence and ability to 

speak to others about their own needs, wants, 

interests and opinions.  

The children will be confident to try new activities, and say 

why they like some activities more than others. They will 

be confident to speak in a familiar group, will talk about 

their ideas, and will choose the resources they need for 

their chosen activities. They say when they do or don’t 

need help. 

Managing feelings 

and Behaviour 

The children will be taught about feelings, and that some actions 

and words can hurt others’ feelings. They will be supported to 

take turns and share resources, The children we be aware of the 

boundaries set, and of behavioural expectations in the setting.  

The children will develop an understanding that 

their own actions affect other people, for example,  

The children will begin to be able to negotiate and 

solve problems without aggression, e.g. when 

someone has taken their toy. 

The children talk about how they and others show 

feelings, talk about their own and others’ behaviour, and 

its consequences, and know that some behaviour is 

unacceptable. They will work as part of a group or class, 

and understand and follow the rules. They will be able to 

adjust their behaviour to different situations, and take 

changes of routine in their stride. 

Communication and Language 

Throughout the year the children will be taught a range of skills to support them with  listening and attention, understanding spoken language and skills in speaking enabling them to clearly 

express their thoughts, feelings and ideas. Through child initiated learning they will have lots of opportunities to practise and consolidate these skills. The following statements lay out the 

progression of these skills and are taken from the Development Matters in the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) 2012. We understand that all children develop at different rates and all 

have different starting points on entry to school. Each child will be treated as an individual and supported through their learning journey as they develop their skills.  

Listening and attention 

The children will have opportunities to listen to others one to one 

or in small groups. They will listen to stories with increasing 

attention and recall and be supported to join in with repeated 

refrains. They will play games and be provided with opportunities 

to increase their attention and concentration span. 

Children will be able to maintain attention, 

concentrate and sit quietly during an appropriate 

activity.  

The children will be able to listen attentively in a range of 

situations. They will  listen to stories, accurately 

anticipating key events and respond to what they hear 

with relevant comments, questions or actions. They will be 

able to give their attention to what others say and 

respond appropriately, while engaged in another activity. 

Understanding 

The children will develop their understanding of prepositions such 

as ‘under’, ‘on top’, ‘behind’ by carrying out an action or 

selecting the correct picture. They will be supported to answer 

‘why’ and ‘how’ questions 

The children will be given opportunities to respond 

to instructions involving a two-part sequence. They 

will listen to stories and be supported to follow a 

story without pictures or props. They will listen and 

respond to ideas expressed by others in 

conversation or discussion.  

The children will follow instructions involving several ideas 

or actions. They will answer ‘how’ and ‘why’ questions 

about their experiences and in response to stories or 

events. 

Speaking 

The children will begin to use more complex sentences to link 

thoughts (e.g. using and, because). They will be given 

opportunities to talk and  retell a simple past event in correct 

order. They will be supported to use talk to connect ideas, explain 

what is happening and anticipate what might happen next, 

recall and relive past experiences. They will have experiences 

that lead them to ask questions about why things happen and be 

supported to give explanations. Asks e.g. who, what, when, how. 

We will explore intonation, rhythm and phrasing to make the 

meaning clear to others. They will build up vocabulary that 

reflects the breadth of their experiences and use talk in 

pretending that objects stand for something else   

Through experiences at school the children will 

extend their vocabulary, especially by grouping 

and naming, exploring the meaning and sounds of 

new words. They will use language to imagine and 

recreate roles and experiences in play situations. 

They will be supported to use talk to organise, 

sequence and clarify thinking, ideas, feelings and 

events. They will be supported to introduce a 

storyline or narrative into their play 

The children will be able to express themselves effectively, 

showing awareness of listeners’ needs. They will be able to 

use past, present and future forms accurately when 

talking about events that have happened or are to 

happen in the future. They will develop their own 

narratives and explanations by connecting ideas or 

events. 

Physical Development 

Throughout the year the children will be taught a range of skills to support them with developing the physical skills needed to move confidently with coordination and to develop the fine 

motor skills needed to hold a pencil and effectively for writing. Through Health and self-care they will be taught the importance of a healthy lifestyle. Through child initiated learning they will 

have lots of opportunities to practise and consolidate these skills. The following statements lay out the progression of these skills and are taken from the Development Matters in the Early Years 

Foundation Stage (EYFS) 2012. We understand that all children develop at different rates and all have different starting points on entry to school. Each child will be treated as an individual 

and supported through their learning journey as they develop their skills.  

Moving and Handling 

Through P.E and other activities the children will have 

opportunities to move freely and with pleasure and confidence in 

a range of ways, such as slithering, shuffling, rolling, crawling, 

walking, running, jumping, skipping, sliding and hopping. They will 

Through P.E and other activities the children will 

have the opportunity to experiment with different 

ways of moving. They will jump off an object and 

land appropriately, negotiate space successfully 

The children show good control and coordination in large 

and small movements. They will move confidently in a 

range of ways, safely negotiating space. They will handle 



  
 

Other areas of the EYFS Development matters curriculum will be covered through other experiences offered to the children through their child-initiated learning, focus jobs and whole class inputs. 

develop their skills in running skilfully and negotiate space 

successfully, adjusting speed or direction to avoid obstacles. In 

clever hands time children will be supported to draw lines and 

circles using gross motor movements, use one-handed tools and 

equipment, e.g. makes snips in paper with child scissors. They will 

be taught to hold a pencil between thumb and two fingers, no 

longer using whole-hand grasp.  

when playing racing and chasing games with other 

children, adjusting speed or changing direction to 

avoid obstacles. The children will be taught to travel 

with confidence and skill around, under, over and 

through balancing and climbing equipment. They 

will show increasing control over an object in 

pushing, patting, throwing, catching or kicking it. 

They will use simple tools to effect changes to 

materials, handle tools, objects, construction and 

malleable materials safely and with increasing 

control. They will begin to use anticlockwise 

movement and retrace vertical lines, and begin to 

form recognisable letters. They will use a pencil and 

hold it effectively to form recognisable letters, most 

of which are correctly formed. 

equipment and tools effectively, including pencils for 

writing. 

Health and self-care 

Through P.E the children will observe the effects of activity on their 

bodies. They will be taught that equipment and tools have to be 

used safely. They will develop independence in dressing, toileting 

and personal hygiene. 

 

The children will develop an understanding that 

good practices with regard to exercise, eating, 

sleeping and hygiene can contribute to good 

health. They will show an understanding of the need 

for safety when tackling new challenges, and 

considers and manages some risks. They will be 

taught how to transport and store equipment 

safely.  The children will learn about the importance 

for good health of physical exercise, and a healthy 

diet, and talk about ways to keep healthy and safe. 

They will be able to manage their own basic 

hygiene and personal needs successfully, including 

dressing and going to the toilet independently. 

 

 

The children will know about and be able to make 

choices in relations to, healthy eating and exercise. 

Literacy  

Throughout the year the children will be taught a range of skills to support them with becoming confident and enthusiastic readers and writers. The following statements lay out the 

progression of these skills and are taken from the Development Matters in the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) 2012. We understand that all children develop at different rates and all 

have different starting points on entry to school. Each child will be treated as an individual and supported through their learning journey as they develop their skills.  

Phonics Phase 1 and Phase 2 Phase 2 and Phase 3  Phase 3 and Phase 4 

Reading 

 

The children will have lots of opportunities to explore rhyming and 

rhythmic activities. Through phonics activities they will develop an 

awareness of rhyme and alliteration and learn to recognise 

rhythm in spoken words. They will listen to and join in with stories 

and poems, one-to-one and also in small groups and be 

encouraged to join in with repeated refrains and anticipates key 

events and phrases in rhymes and stories. They will begin to be 

aware of the way stories are structured and suggest how the story 

might end. They will listen to stories with increasing attention and 

recall, describe main story settings, events and principal 

characters.  

Children will be taught to hear and say the initial 

sound in words, segment the sounds in simple words 

and blend them together. They will know which 

letters represent some of them. They will be able to 

link sounds to letters, naming and sounding the 

letters of the alphabet. They will begin to read 

words and simple sentences. They will use 

vocabulary and forms of speech that are 

increasingly influenced by their experiences of 

books. They will have opportunities to retrieve 

information from books and computers. 

The children will be able to read and understand simple 

sentences. They will use their phonic knowledge to 

decode regular words and read them aloud accurately. 

They will also read some common irregular words. They will 

demonstrate understanding when talking with others 

about what they have read. 

Writing 

 

Children will be given lots of opportunities to make marks and will be supported to ascribe meaning to marks they make 

as they draw, write and paint. They will begin to break the flow of speech into words, continue a rhyming string and hear 

and say the initial sound in words. Children will be taught to segment the sounds in simple words and blend them 

together, link sounds to letters, naming and sounding the letters of the alphabet. They will be taught to write some 

clearly identifiable letters to communicate meaning, representing some sounds correctly and in sequence. They will 

write their own name and other things such as labels, captions. They will have opportunities to have a go at writing short 

sentences in meaningful contexts. 

The children will use their phonic knowledge to write 

words in ways which match their spoken sounds. They will 

write some irregular common words. They will write simple 

sentences which can be read by themselves and others, 

some words will be spelt correctly and others will be 

phonetically plausible. 



  
 

Other areas of the EYFS Development matters curriculum will be covered through other experiences offered to the children through their child-initiated learning, focus jobs and whole class inputs. 

Mathematics  

We follow the White Rose Maths scheme of work which runs alongside our EYFS curriculum. 

Number 

 

Number and place value to 5. 

Addition and subtraction - sorting into groups 

Number and place value - comparing groups 

Addition and subtraction - change within 5 

Addition and subtraction - number bonds to 5 

Number and place value - numbers to 10 

Addition and subtraction - addition to 10 

Addition and subtraction - Counting on and counting 

back 

Number and place value - numbers to 20 

Multiplication and division - doubling and halving 

Shape, space and 

measure 
Measurement - Time (my day) 

Geometry - Spatial awareness, 3D shapes and 2D 

shapes 

 

 

Geometry - Exploring patterns 

Measurement - length, height, distance, weight and 

capacity 

 

Understanding the world 

The following areas of learning have project specific links and we will draw on these to help teach the children knowledge that enriches their project work. Alongside these areas being 

taught through our project, the children will have opportunities to consolidate and explore this knowledge through a range of contexts and learning opportunities.  

People and 

communities 

The children will be learning about different cultures, traditions, 

celebrations and festivals around the world and learning about 

being respectful citizens. 

 The children will learn that different people have different beliefs, 

attitudes, customs and traditions and why it is important to treat 

them with respect. 

The children will explore the difference between past and present 

events in their own lives.  

The children will develop an understanding that other children 

have different likes and dislikes and that they may be good at 

different things.  

The children will learn about similarities and 

differences between themselves and others.  

 

The children will learn about different types of 

sporting events including Para Sports and 

Paralympics. 

 

 

The world  

The children will learn about and explore the 

properties of different materials.  They will have 

opportunities to become familiar with basic 

scientific concepts such as floating, sinking and 

experimentation. 

The children will have the opportunity to explore their own 

immediate environment and be supported to compare 

how different environments vary. The children will find out 

about how the environment and living things are 

influenced by human activity. The children will learn 

about some actions which people in their own community 

do that help to maintain the area they live in.  

Technology 
The children will learn that  information can be retrieved from 

computers 

The children will learn that a range of technology is 

used in places such as homes and schools. They will 

be able to select and use technology for particular 

purposes.  

 

 The children will find out about and use a range of 

everyday technology. They will be able to select 

appropriate applications that support an identified need. 

 

 

Expressive Art and Design 

The following areas of learning have project specific links and we will draw on these to help teach the children knowledge that enriches their project work. As well as these areas being 

taught through our projects the children will have opportunities to consolidate and explore this knowledge through a range of contexts and learning opportunities.  

Media and materials 

 

The children will begin to build a repertoire of songs and dances. 

They will explore the different sounds of instruments and sing a few 

familiar songs. (subject to restrictions) They will have the 

opportunity to move rhythmically and Imitate movement in 

response to music. They will tap out simple repeated rhythms and 

explore and learn how sounds can be changed. 

 

 

 

They will begin to build a repertoire of songs and 

dances.  

 

 

 

 

The children will explore what happens when they mix 

colours. They will experiment to create different textures 

and find out that different media can be combined to 

create new effects. They will have opportunities to 

manipulate materials to achieve a planned effect. The 

children will have opportunities to construct with a 

purpose in mind, using a variety of resources. They will be 

taught  simple tools and techniques and select 

appropriate resources to  adapt work where necessary. 

They will make choices about the tools and techniques 



  
 

Other areas of the EYFS Development matters curriculum will be covered through other experiences offered to the children through their child-initiated learning, focus jobs and whole class inputs. 

needed to shape, assemble and join materials they are 

using.  

Being imaginative 

The children will be offered a wide range experiences and be 

supported to develop preferences for forms of expression. They 

will have opportunities to use movement to express feelings and 

create movement in response to music.  

 

The children will be supported to talk about features of their own 

and others work, recognising the differences between them and 

the strengths of others.  

The children will be supported to work 

cooperatively to develop a storyline or narrative 

into their play. 

The children will use what they have learnt about media 

and materials in original ways, thinking about uses and 

purposes.  

 

 

 


