
In Art we will be learning to: 

• compare and contrast the work of different illustrators when making 

maps for stories, exploring and imitating the techniques they use; 

• use a variety of materials and tools to make prints; 

• demonstrate a range of printing techniques e.g. rolling, pressing, 

stamping and rubbing; 
• use key vocabulary to demonstrate knowledge and understanding of 

printing colour, shape, printing, printmaking, woodcut, relief printing, 

objects. 

In PE we will be learning : 

• to strike either a stationary ball or a ball that has been thrown or rolled by 

a partner with both a tennis racket and a cricket bat; 

• to plan tactics for a bat and ball game. 

• how to build fitness through a range of circuit training activities; 

• to perform dances that tell stories (the story of Rama and Sita at Diwali). 

In our language lessons we will be : 

• listening to stories in other languages and joining in with familiar, 

repeated vocabulary; 

• learning the words for different colours; 

• exploring playground games from around the world; 

• finding out more about French and Spanish Christmas traditions. 

In our PSHE lessons we will be : 

• developing a class learning charter, thinking about rights and 

responsibilities and rewards and consequences.  

• learning what stereotypes are, how to challenge them and 

understanding that differences are something to be celebrated. 

In our RE lessons we will be : 

• exploring how different foods are used for celebrations and linking this to 

how bread and wine are symbolic for Christians. 

• Understanding that candles and light are used as symbols and how Jews 

use these symbols during Hanukkah. 

Through our project this term we are exploring the question: 

‘What would the world be like without imagination?’ 

Through this topic we will be exploring the concepts of  

imagination, creativity and freedom.  

We will be exploring how imagination is used in different ways, from 

writing stories, solving problems, creating art and making new 

inventions. We will be looking at the work of a range of people who 

have shown great imagination and will be using our own 

imaginations in lots of different ways. 

The core texts we will be reading and working on are: 

 

Journey—Aaron Becker 

George’s Marvellous Medicine—Roald Dahl 

Emma Jane’s Aeroplane—Katie Haworth  

Flying Machines—Ian Graham 

An Engineer Like Me—Dr Shini Somara 

Rosie Revere, Engineer—Andrea Beaty 

Year 2 - Topic Overview 

Autumn Term 2021 



As scientists we are learning to: 

• Identify and compare the suitability of a variety of everyday 

materials, including wood, mental, plastic, glass, brick, rock, 

paper and cardboard for particular uses; 

• Investigate how the shapes of solid objects made from some 

materials can be changed by squashing, bending, twisting 

and stretching. 

As mathematicians we are learning to: 

• read, write, compare and order numbers up to 100; 

• use place value to solve problems with numbers up to 100; 

• add and subtract two two-digit numbers (crossing and not 

crossing 10); 

• count and compare amounts of money; find the total, the 

difference and find change. 

• solve problems involving multiplication using arrays, repeated 

addition, mental methods and multiplication facts. 

In English we are learning to: 

• consider what we are going to write before beginning by 

planning or saying out loud what we are going to write about; 

• re-read to check that writing makes sense e.g. verb tense;  

• write questions beginning with who/what/when/where/how; 

• write statements; 

• use coordinating conjunctions (or/and/but) 

• write expanded noun phrase to describe and specify. 

• use the present and past tenses correctly and consistently. 

• use -ly to turn adjectives into adverbs (e.g. slowl/slowly).  

In computing we are learning to: 

• use the internet safely, making accurate searches using a 

search engine and creating safe content for blogs. 

• stay safe online. This will involve learning about ‘digital foot-

prints’, evaluating websites and exploring what cyber bullying 

is and how to report it.  

As geographers we are learning to: 

• name and locate the seven continents and five oceans.  

• identify the location of hot and cold areas of the world in relation 

to the equator and the North and South poles.  

• use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the countries, 

continents and oceans being studied. 

• use simple compass directions and locational and directional 

language to describe the location of features on a map. 

As historians we are learning to: 

• find out about changes in living memory (how cars have 

developed and changed), by gathering information from a 

range of different sources. 

• observe or handle evidence to find answers to simple questions 

about the past on the basis of simple observations; 

• sequence artefacts and events that are close together in time; 

• sequence pictures from different periods; 

• use words and phrases such as: old, new, earliest, latest, past, 

present, future, century, new, newest, old, oldest, modern, before, 

after to show the passing of time. 

• recognise some similarities and differences between the past 

and the present; 

In Design Technology we are learning to:  

• use our knowledge of existing products and our own experience to 

help generate ideas; 

• design products that have a purpose and are aimed at an 

intended user (based on imagination and story-telling); 

• cut, measure and mark out with some accuracy; 

• assemble, join and combine materials; 

• begin to use simple finishing techniques to improve the 

appearance of their product, such as adding simple decorations;  

• explore and create products using mechanisms, such as wheels; 

• start to identify strengths and possible changes we might make to 

refine our existing designs; 

• evaluate our products and ideas against simple design criteria   


