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Wishing everyone a very Merry Christmas and a happy and healthy 
2023! 

Our last week has been filled with the Year R nativities, the school disco, Christmas 
dinner and Christmas parties.  After having had a number of staff and pupil absences 
over the last couple of weeks, I am grateful we have managed to continue with the fun 

elements of Christmas. 

It was lovely to have the opportunity to invite all parents in at some point over the last 
couple of weeks, we were proud of our workshops and performances and hope you agree 
they were a successful learning outcome for your children. We are always pleased to see 

such a great turn out to these events—thank you.   

Spotlight on reading……. 
As a school we are committed to building a love of reading within our children. A key step towards 
this is helping our children to become confident and fearless readers through systematic and regular 

practise through our phonics teaching. As a school we have been working hard to re-organise our 
home reading ‘colour banded’ books. You will notice that the books are now labelled by ‘Units’. These 
units correspond to our phonics scheme of work. The books have been grouped by the sounds taught 

within each unit. The reason for this is to make the books the children read as phonetically decodable 
as possible. This will boost the children’s confidence in their reading skills because they will be able to 
recognise the majority of sounds within the books they bring home. This means that the books your 

child brings home will likely be at a lower unit than they are learning in class, in order to make sure 
they know all the sounds within it so they can practise their reading skills rather than needing to 

‘guess’ at words. We have made the books as best fit as possible, however, some books may contain a 
letter or letter group that has not been taught. If your child comes across sounds they do not know use 

this phrase to help them ‘In this word, these letters are code for…’ then tell them the sound or the 
word they are stuck on. The images below show you the reading process we follow at school with our 
children. There is also a copy of this on your child’s reading bookmark. For more information on how 
we teach phonics and reading please visit the curriculum page on our school website. Alongside the 
children practising reading to you please don’t forget the value and importance of reading to your 

child. This nurtures a love of books and enjoyment of stories.  

 



Year 2 

• Thursday 5th January -Trip to Sea City Museum  
• Friday 27th January - Toys Dance Day - parents 

welcome at 2.45pm 
• Tuesday 21st February - Exploring World Foods in 

school for children  
• Thursday 9th March - Science Expedition - Life 

Cycles - parents welcome at 2.45pm 
 

 

Whole School 
 

• Friday 16th December - Christmas Lunch and Christmas Parties 
• Friday 16th December - Last day of Autumn Term 
 
Spring Term 2023 
• Tuesday 3rd January - First Day of Spring Term 
• Friday 10th February - Last Day of Spring 1 Term 
• Monday 13th - Friday 17th February - Half Term Holidays 
• Monday 20th February - INSET Day (school closed to pupils) 
• Tuesday 21st February – First Day of Spring 2 Term 
• Friday 17th March - Red Nose Day - non-uniform 
• Friday 31st March - Last Day of Spring 2 Term 
 
 

Dates for Your Diaries—Autumn Term 2022 

Year R 
• Friday 13th January - Little City Workshop in 

school for children 

• Friday 10th February - Tea for someone special - 
parents welcome at 2.30pm 

• Friday 30th March - Rock Painting workshop - 
parents welcome at 2.45pm 

 

Year 1 
• Friday 20th January - Year 1 Chinese New Year 

Dance Day - wear something red- Workshop to 
parents at 2.30pm 

• Friday 10th February - Trip to Marwell Zoo 

• Thursday 23rd March - Sewing workshop - 
parents welcome at 2.15pm. 

 
 

Year 3 
• Wednesday 8th February - Spanish Restaurant 

with parents 
• Monday 20th March - Iron Age Day - workshop 

in school for children 
• Monday 27th March - Year 3 production 2.15pm 



                      Some thank yous…. 

Firstly a huge thank you to our PTA, without whom your children 
would not have experienced the Santa dash or the school disco this 
term.  As always it is important to remember the PTA are all run by 
volunteers, many of whom have full time jobs too, without them we 

would be lost - thank you team.  

___________________________________ 

Another huge thank you to those of you who have handed in your 
sponsorship money for the Santa Dash the total amount raised from 

this event was £1982.67. The total amount raised this year by the PTA 
is an amazing £3077.87. Well done! 

      ______________________ 

Thank you for our Christmas Tree Donations 
Thank you to Durley Brook Farm for our Reception area Christmas tree  

and Unique Financial for the large Christmas tree for our Hall.   

Upcoming Events and Reminders 

Our Assembly Theme This Week 
We revisited the school rules again this week in assembly.   

We had an animated discussion about why we have school 
rules.   

The children were able to tell me: 

To keep us safe, to be a kind person, to be respected, so that people will be our 
friend, so that people can trust us and so that things are fair.   

I was heartened by the conversation we had about being honest. We talked about 
how it feels when we do something wrong, how it is important to ‘own’ that 

mistake, be honest and try to make something better. The children were clear if they 
weren’t honest it would make them feel uncomfortable for longer.   

We return to school after the Christmas Break on Tuesday 3rd January.   

We’re looking forward to seeing you and hearing all about your time together.  

New Parents’ tour for September 2023 intake 
If you are aware of families who are hoping to apply for a school place or have recently moved into the 
area, please let them know, we are holding a school tour on January 9th at 1:30pm for prospective 

new parents.   

   Year 2 are off to the Sea City Museum for their school trip on Thursday 5th January.  

Remember the children will need coats, named water bottles and a Packed Lunch if you 
haven’t pre-ordered using the Spring Term 1 order form. 



Staying Safe— Christmas Devices, Apps and Games 


