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Dear parents/carers, 

 
Welcome to Boorley Park Primary School!  

 
We are incredibly excited about welcoming your child into our first cohort of children 

at the school. They will be the first class to go through the whole school and will be 

our pioneers for all that we do.  

 
We know that starting school is a huge milestone for both parents and children so 

we aim to make the process as smooth and supportive as possible. Not having the 

school building ready yet presents a different challenge for getting the children 

ready for school but our primary aim is for the children to get to know each other 

and us before September so that they feel comfortable with who they are working 

with.  

 

At Boorley Park, our vision is “Learning together for a better tomorrow”. We will work 

to develop creative and curious citizens to change and shape the world of today 

and tomorrow, with respect and understanding for each other and the world 

around them. A key part of this work will be through learning about our school 

values. These are: 

Courage 

Determination 

Generosity 

Integrity 

Pride 

Respect 

 

We believe that by teaching and promoting these skills and characteristics in school, 

we will create a positive and happy school community with children who are well-

prepared for the next stage of their lives. 

 
This booklet provides you with some of the most important information that you will 

need to know about Boorley Park Primary School. We have worked hard to make 

sure we don’t overload you with too many details now, but have made sure that the 

essential information and most commonly asked questions are answered here. 
 

We look forward to welcoming you into our school community! 

 

 

Miss Tamsin Hindley 

Headteacher 

 



Staff and School 

Ms Litton – Executive Headteacher 

Miss Hindley – Headteacher 

Miss Ozanne – Early Years Leader and Ladybird class teacher 

Miss Kinchin – Ladybirds class teacher 

As the school grows, new names and faces will be added to our community. We will 

make sure that the children get to know all of the staff they come into contact with 

during the school day. 

  

Our Early Years classrooms are at the front of the building. They have large doors 

that will open out on to an outside area for the children to play and learn in. 

This is the back of the building, showing 

the doors, windows and the start of the 

brick work. The ground floor classrooms 

will be for KS1 and the upper floor will be 

for KS2. 

 

We have 

picked out 

all of the 

furniture 

with lots of 

bright 

coloured 

chairs and 

trays. 

 



Induction Arrangements and Key Dates 

Pre-school visits 
We will visit all children at their pre-school to see them in setting where they are 

comfortable and confident. During the visit, we will spend time with your child and 

their key worker so they both get to know us and we can gather the most important 

information about your child to make it a smooth transition into school.  

 
We will give your child a ‘Ladybird class’ sticker when we visit them at pre-school 

and we will also introduce them to our class mascot - our cuddly ladybird - while 

asking them to think about what we could name it in September.  

 
Key Dates 

● Friday 21st June 2019 - Stay and Play - 9am-10:30am at the Botley Centre 
● Wednesday 26th June 2019 - Stay and Play - 1:30pm-3pm at the Botley 

Centre 
● Tuesday 16th July - Teddy Bear’s Picnic - 12pm-2pm at the Botley Recreation 

Ground (behind the Botley Centre). 

 
Drop-in Sessions 

We will be at the ‘Junction Café’ at Kings Community Church in Hedge End every 

Friday morning this half term from 9am – 10am if you want to pop in to say hello, ask 

any questions or return any forms directly to us. No need to book, just pop in! 

·         Friday 7th June - first one 

·         Friday 19th July - last one. 

·         No session on Friday 21st June as we will be at ‘stay and play’. 

 

Home Visits 
Home visits will take place from Wednesday 4th - Tuesday 10th September. These 

usually last around 20-30 minutes and are vital in giving you an opportunity to talk to 

the class teachers to share your knowledge of your child. It also gives us an 

opportunity to meet your child in their home environment and start to get to know 

them even better. 

 
We will inform you of the date and time of your home visit by the end of June. 

 
Starting School 
We would like all children to start school with us on Wednesday 11th September. 

 
To enable us to settle the children into class when they arrive on the first day, we will 

split the class into two groups of children. One group we ask to arrive at 8:45am, with 

the other group arriving at 9am. This means that not all of the children arrive at once 

and there is a little more space and help to find their peg and join in with an activity. 
We will inform you of which group your child is in by the end of June. 

 
For the first three days, all children will stay for the morning session and lunch. All 

children should be collected at 12:30pm. 

 
From Monday 16th September, school will start for all children at 8:55am (classroom 

doors open from 8:45am) and will finish at 3:15pm. 



 



The School Day 

Pick Up and Drop Off 

We have been working hard with all of the contractors on the Boorley Park estate to 

make sure that there are safe access routes to the school. We will share travel plans 

with you (including where you can park and walking routes) with you as the site 

nears completion. We will also give you details of where to take your child for drop 

off in the morning and where to wait to pick them up at the end of the day. 
 

In Early Years, the children do not tend to follow a strict timetable of lessons during the 

day, as activities and timings are shaped by their engagement in their learning. 

However, this is what a typical day may look like: 

 

08:45 – Children may arrive at school. 

08:55 – Registration 

09:00 - 10:45 – Learning 

10:45 – 11:00 – Break 

11.00 – 12:00 – Learning 

12:00 – 13:00 – Lunch  

13:00 – 13:10 -Registration 

13:10 – 13:30 – Collective Worship 

13:30 – 15:15 – Learning 

15:15 – End of the School Day 

 

Daily Activities 

Clever hands and clever bodies 

At the beginning of the year there will be a focus on activities that will develop your 

child’s fine and gross motor skills, these are essential skills that your child needs in 

order to write letters with control.  During clever hands time your child will take part in 

hand strengthening exercises, for example, rolling, pinching and shaping playdoh or 

picking up small objects with tweezers. Some of the activities your child will also be 

developing their core strength and shoulder stability through activities like 

commando crawling! 

Independent learning time 

 

This is the time when your child is able to be in control of their own learning. They are 

able to follow their own lines of enquiry and explore independently. During these 

times your child is able to move freely around the learning environment both indoors 

and in the outdoor classroom. We encourage the children to see the outdoor area 

as another classroom and not just a play area.  This is because valuable learning 

takes place outside and it should have as equal importance as the indoor learning 

environment.   

 

Although your child is free to explore and be in charge of their own learning, this is 

not a play session and adults are in place to question, extend, challenge and 



support your child in their learning. Great care is also taken to ensure the activities 

that are available to your child are carefully planned matched their current learning 

needs so that learning is consolidated and moved forward during independent 

learning time.  

 

At the end of independent learning time your child will be supported to reflect on 

and talk about their learning. An emphasis is placed on the children talking about 

‘how’ they have learnt during independent learning time highlighting to them the 

essentials skills needed for them to grow as successful learners throughout their lives.  

 

Maths 

 

Your child will take part in maths activities daily. These will be a combination of 

whole class teaching and small group work. We take our time to teach numbers 

slowly ensuring that children have a good understanding of each number, its value 

and its place within the number system. During the first half term there will also be a 

focus on learning about shapes and pattern. More information on what is taught in 

maths and how will be available to you during the maths workshop. 

 

Reading 

 

Children will take part in reading activities daily. These will be a combination of 

whole class stories, small group work or one-to-one reading with an adult. During the 

first half term the focus is on talking about the books we read, discussing story events, 

characters, story settings and relating the books to the children’s personal 

experiences.  

 

Phonics  

 

Your child will have daily phonics sessions as a whole class and then time to practise 

skills that they have learnt in smaller groups. During phonics time children practise 

the skills of word building, reading and writing. Each week children are taught new 

sounds and some ‘tricky words’ which they need to learn to read by sights as they 

are not phonetically decodable. During the first half term the focus will be on: 

 playing games that develop the skills of listening to sounds in words; 

 identifying different sounds, securing your child’s ability to hear initial sounds 

in words; 

 hearing rhyming words in books; 

 making up strings of rhyming words. 

These skills need to be secured in order to be successful in learning letters and 

sounds for reading and writing. More information on how we teach phonics, reading 

and writing will be available at the phonics workshop. 

 

 

Focused time 

 

These are activities that are planned weekly by the teachers targeting specific skills 

across all areas of the curriculum. These may be focused on skills that are new to your 

child, or skills that they need to practise.  

 

 



Being Involved at School 

We actively encourage all parents to take a full part in the life of the school. 

The class teachers will be available every morning at the classroom door if you want 

to catch them for a quick chat. If you need a longer meeting, a mutually 

convenient time can be arranged.  

 Stay and play 

Every Friday morning for the first half term, parents are welcome to come into the 

classroom from 08:45-09:15 to see what the children have been up to and complete 

activities with the children. 

Workshops 

To support your child in their learning, we run workshops to share our knowledge and 

understanding of how children learn best and how you can support them at home. 

For the Autumn term, we have arranged workshops in phonics and early maths skills. 

These sessions will be very practical, with the Early Years teachers giving you 

information and sharing expertise and then giving you the chance to work on some 

linked activities with your child. 

Each session will run twice so as many parents as possible are able to attend. The 

dates for these sessions are: 

Phonics: Thursday 10th October 2pm-3pm OR Friday 11th October 9am-10am 

Early Maths: Thursday 14th November 2pm-3pm OR Friday 15th November 9am-10am 

Plays and Assemblies 

Once the children have settled into school and grown in confidence, we will make 

sure that there are lots of opportunities for the children to share their learning. We 

are fortunate to have a large school hall and a drama studio so we will be making 

sure that we make good use of them. A Christmas Nativity performance will take 

place in December. 

With all events we will make sure that we give you plenty of notice via the school 

calendar and newsletters so you can arrange to attend. 

Home Learning 

Each half term we will set a ‘home learning’ project for the children to complete 

linked to their work in school. This will be a fun activity to complete as a family. 

Home Bingo 

Each term we will issue your child with a ‘home bingo’ card. This is a set of fun 

challenges to complete, with rewards for completing rows or even the whole card! 

In the Autumn term, the focus of this will be reading and developing confidence 

with books. 

 



School Uniform 

At Boorley Park Primary School we believe in taking pride in all areas of school life 

including appearance.  This includes the wearing of a school uniform as it 

encourages pride in the school, a feeling of belonging and smart 

appearance.  School uniform should be selected from the following: 

Winter  

● White polo shirt (either plain or with the 

school logo) 
● Grey skirt or grey tailored trousers or 

grey pinafore dress 
● Navy blue school sweatshirt or 

cardigan 
● Black ‘school’ shoes (no boots or 

trainers)  
● Navy blue or grey tights 
● Dark coloured socks 

 

Summer 

As above and/or 

● Blue and white check gingham dress/playsuit 
● Grey tailored shorts 

 

All uniform (including socks) must be named clearly.  

In Early Years, we recommend that children bring a spare change 

of underwear to school with them each day in case of accidents. 

PE Uniform 

The school PE uniform is considered as important to instigate and 

uphold as the school uniform.  It is recommended that PE uniform is kept in a PE 

drawstring bag at school to ensure pupils have it to hand at all times.   

The uniform should be taken home each half term for washing. 

 

Indoors 

● Navy blue shorts 
● White T-shirt or white polo top (either plain or with the school logo) 

 

Outdoors 

● Trainers 
● White sports socks 
● Navy blue shorts 
● White T-shirt or white polo top (either plain or with the school logo) 
● In cold weather children may bring a tracksuit or similar to wear. 

 

Hair styles 

We realise that parents are often pressurised into allowing their children to sport 

‘fashion hair cuts’.  These are not allowed at Boorley Park Primary School, nor are 

closely shaven heads (shorter than a grade 2) or dyed hair.   

  

 



Hair grips should be kept to a minimum, be safe and discrete. Pupils who have long 

hair must tie it back during activities where personal safety requires this. 

 

Jewellery 

The only permitted items of jewellery are: 

● A watch 
● One stud in each ear lobe. For safety reasons, pupils must be able to remove 

their earrings for all PE lessons.  
Make up, nail varnish and fake tattoos are not allowed. 

 

Boorley Park Uniform Suppliers 

Skoolkit Eastleigh 

31 Leigh Road 

Eastleigh 
SO50 9FF  

Tel 02380 629095 

https://www.skoolkit.co.uk 

Additional School Equipment 

To make the most of the outside area in all weather, we ask for all children in Early 

Years to have the following in school every day. We can store these items in school 

for the year. 

● Wellies  
● Waterproof outerwear – top and trousers (or all-in-one) 

 

Children will also need a: 

● Water bottle – clearly named 
● Book bag – clearly named 
● PE bag – clearly named 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.skoolkit.co.uk/


Being School Ready 

In the run-up to school, there are numerous ways in which you can help prepare 

your child.  Most importantly, your child will be greatly aided if he or she can: 

Dressing   

● Put on their socks. 
● Recognise their own shoes and put them on. 
● Do up their shoes. 
● Recognise their own coat. 
● Put their arms into their coat. 
● Do up a zip. 
● Do up buttons. 
● Put clothes away into bag. 

 

Eating 

● Eat with a knife and fork. 
● Use a knife to cut food. 
● Be willing to try and taste different foods. 
● Wash their hands before and after meals. 

 

Social Skills 

● Share toys and take turns. 
● Play games and join in with other children. 
● Say ‘please’ and ‘thank you’. 
● Ask when they need to go to the toilet. 
● Wait their turn to talk. 

 

Learning Skills 

● Recognise their name when written down. 
● Listen and follow simple instructions. 
● Sing simple rhymes. 
● Practise using a pencil to make marks, shapes, images and letters. 
● Share stories and talk about books. 
● Practise counting objects. 
● Say number rhymes and play counting games. 
● Recognise and talk about numbers (e.g. recognise your house number or the 

number of a bus). 
● Have a go at holding scissors and making snips in paper. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) Curriculum 

Characteristics of effective learning  

Part of the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) curriculum is known as the 

‘Characteristics of Effective Learning’ (COEL) which focuses on how your child is 

learning to learn, rather than what they are learning.  

These are divided into three areas: 

Playing and Exploring 

● Finding out and 

exploring 
● Playing with what 

they know 
● Being willing to ‘have 

a go’ 

Active Learning 

● Being involved and 

concentrating. 
● Keeping on trying. 
● Enjoying achieving what 

they set out to do. 

Creating and Thinking  

● Having their own ideas 

● Making links 

● Choosing ways to do 

things 

 

Areas of Learning  

The EYFS is made up of seven all important and interconnected areas of learning. 

There are three prime areas and four specific areas of learning. 

The three prime areas are particularly crucial for igniting children’s curiosity and 

enthusiasm for learning and for building their capacity to learn, form relationships 

and thrive.  These three areas, the prime areas, are: 

Personal, Social and Emotional 

Development  

● Self-confidence and self-awareness. 
● Managing feelings and behaviour 
● Making relationships 

Communication and Language  ● Listening and attention 
● Understanding 
● Speaking 

Physical Development  ● Moving and handling 
● Health and self-care 

Pupils need to be secure in all three of these areas before they are ready to learn 

more traditional academic skills such as reading and writing.  

There are four specific areas through which the three prime areas are strengthened 

and applied. These are;  

Literacy ● Reading 
● Writing 

Mathematics ● Numbers 
● Shape, space and measures 

Understanding of the World ● People and communities 
● The world 
● Technology 

Expressive Arts ● Exploring and using media and materials 
● Being imaginative 

 



None of these areas can be delivered in isolation from the others. They are equally 

important and depend on each other. All areas are delivered through a balance of 

adult led and child initiated activities. In each area there are Early Learning Goals 

(ELGs) that define the expectations for most pupils to reach by the end of the EYFS.  

During this first year in school we capture the natural enthusiasm and inquisitiveness 

of pupils to ensure that they develop an independence and interest in learning. This 

gives pupils the firm foundation required as they move on to the next key stages of 

the curriculum. They are encouraged to discover the excitement that can be found 

in learning new ideas and concepts. They are given the opportunity to develop the 

broader skills of independence in learning that will help them throughout their school 

career and beyond.  

Early phonics is taught through Letters and Sounds. By the end of Year R all pupils 

have experienced Phases 1-4, in order to ensure they are on track to achieve the 

expected standard in the Year 1 phonics screening. You will be given more 

information about this during the year as your child moves through each stage. 

We aim to teach the majority of our curriculum through topics that will engage and 

excite children in their learning.  We kick start each topic through a hook which is 

developed to capture your child’s interest and imagination. The activities that are 

then delivered throughout the topic will be linked to the hook and lead towards a 

topic outcome giving the topics a real sense of purpose. Often parents will be 

invited to come into school to share the topic outcome and find out about the 

learning that has taken place. You will always be given plenty of notice if there is a 

topic outcome that you are invited to.  

Each time we start a new topic you will be sent home an information leaflet that 

gives you an outline of the main teaching objectives for the topic. It will also give 

you one home learning task to complete with your child at home linked to the 

learning that is happening in school. We aim to make these as creative as possible 

and will always take time to share and talk about the leaning you have done at 

home.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Contact Us 

newschoolinformation@wildern.org  

@BoorleyParkPrimary – on Twitter and Facebook 

www.boorleyparkprimary.org  

Come to one of our drop in sessions at KCC. 

 

 

mailto:newschoolinformation@wildern.org
http://www.boorleyparkprimary.org/

