
How we teach 

At Boorley Park, our curriculum is structured into term-long units of 

work based around concepts. These are the ‘big ideas’ such as 

belonging, responsibility, fairness, beauty, truth or  conflict that can 

be covered in more than one subject. This enables pupils to make 

better links in their learning as they see how ideas can be looked at in 

different ways and gives them more opportunities to revisit and 

expand upon their knowledge. 

We believe that term-long units allow children more time to explore 

their learning in greater depth—they can make links between the 

knowledge they have gained and practise their learning skills (such as 

teamwork, communication, resilience, problem solving) in a range of contexts across the 

curriculum. 

Sometimes our units of work may be broken down into smaller projects 

that look at different aspects of the concept. For example, pupils may 

complete a unit based around the concepts of ‘class’ and ‘fairness’ - in 

History they may look at the sinking of the Titanic and how different 

classes of people were affected by the disaster and in Art they may 

explore the work of the artist L.S. Lowry who was famous for his 

paintings of Industrial towns. 

We aim to cover every national curriculum subject each term so pupils 

can consolidate and extend their learning regularly. 

Alongside the knowledge outlined in the National Curriculum, we also 

teach children learning skills. These are lifelong skills they will need to succeed in life—for 

example, interpreting information from different sources (and looking for bias), communicating 

their findings in different ways depending on the audience, working as part of a team to solve 

problems and developing resilience when challenges are difficult. 

In English, we make use of high quality texts to drive our learning. 

These usually link to the concept being studied. There will be several 

units of English work each term, each focusing on teaching new skills 

and consolidating previous understanding.  

In Maths, we follow the White Rose Scheme of work. Our lessons and 

units of work are structured to give children a deep understanding of 

mathematical concepts and this allows them to build their confidence 

and competence in Maths. By working through a vast range of 

fluency, reasoning and problem solving activities, children become 

independent, reflective thinkers with skills that support them across 

the curriculum.  

KS1 2021-2022 



Home Learning—how you can help your child 

In KS1, the focus of our home learning this year is to consolidate and ‘catch-up’ any phonics and 

maths skills that were missed as a result of closures due to COVID-19. 

We send reading books home every week. We ask parents to try to read with their child every 

night for a few minutes—research evidence shows that reading together is the most important 

and impactful home learning a child can complete. Children can change their books at school as 

soon as they have finished them and each child has a banded bookmark to keep track of the 

books they have read. This also gives you ideas for questions you can ask your child while 

reading with them and skills you can practice together. They also have a reading record where 

adults can help to keep a track of what they have been reading. 

As we move through the Phonics International programme, we also send home worksheets 

similar to those completed in class to help you to work on phonics skills at home—these will be 

directly linked to the words, sounds and skills being learnt in 

class. 

The children also have a log on for Numbots—an app where 

children can practise and consolidate their key number skills. 

We recommend playing on Numbots for 10 minutes every 

day—little and often keeps their skills fresh! 

How we share our learning 

In KS1, our children use exercise books to record their learning—they have Maths, English, 

Guided Reading, Science, Topic and Art books. At the start of Year 1, work that goes in these 

books is usually completed in small group ‘focus’ activities with an adult during the course of the 

day. Much of the learning is completed through ‘independent learning’ where activities are set up 

in the classroom for children to explore in their own way—this is very much based on the Early 

Years model of learning. As the year progresses, and then the children move into KS1, they 

increasingly take part in more whole class lessons and begin to focus on tasks directed by the 

teacher for longer periods of time. We always retain an element of choice for the children in their 

learning—e.g. choosing how to present their work or directing their own learning to research an 

aspect of the topic they are interested in. 

You will receive each term a unit overview that details the skills and knowledge (linked to the 

National Curriculum) that the children are learning in each subject that term. This gives you a 

broad overview of everything the children will be learning over 

the course of the term. 

Although they have been limited over recent years, we also plan 

‘outcomes’ for projects where we share our learning with 

parents and the community. This could be through assemblies, 

galleries, presentations, workshops and events.  


