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Spotlight On…… Phonics 
What is Phonics? 

The English language is a rich language consisting of thousands of words. This is a result of the history of the 
English language and the influence of many languages over many years (Anglo-Saxon, West Germanic, North 
Germanic, Latin, Norman French, etc.) The written form of the English language is therefore not straightforward 
and can be problematic because the relationship between sounds of speech and letters is complicated. The letters 
act as a ‘code’ for the sounds of speech. The aim of teaching ‘Phonics’ is to help children to decode written 
language. 

Schools are required to teach a programme of ‘Systematic Synthetic Phonics’ (SSP) 
chosen from an approved list created by the DfE. Our chosen programme is through 
a scheme called Phonics International.  

How do we learn phonics? 

Children first learn to identify the sounds all through the spoken word. Then they learn to select the correct 
letters and letter groups which are code for the sounds. Early handwriting is taught as part of the multi-sensory 
approach to phonics teaching. 

Hear the sound, say the sound, write the letter shape or letter group. 

Learners are taught at ‘word level’ at first – and then they apply their knowledge and skills to sentences and 
texts – and reading books and texts which match the code knowledge taught to date. The focus is on learning to 
‘break the code’ which is why there are no pictures in texts aimed at learning a particular phonics skill. This 
way, children learn to apply their growing phonics knowledge and skills to cumulative words, sentences and 
texts for reading, spelling and writing. The sounds are introduced in the following order: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The last few pages of this letter include useful resources that demonstrate the ways we teach phonics in school 
and may help you when supporting your child at home.  

The children in all year groups have a daily phonics lesson of about an hour. Our aim is to make sure that all 
children are confident with reading and writing by the end of Year 2.  



Year 2 
• Wednesday 19th October—Year 2 - Church Leader 

in school (am) to talk about Communion (linked 
to their RE topic) 

• Friday 21st October—Year 2 open event for 
parents—sharing stories (2:30pm) -  

• Thursday 3rd November—Year 2 Inventors Dress 
Up Day 

• Thursday 17th November—Year 2 open event for 
parents—car workshop (2:15pm) 

Whole School 
• Monday 17th October—Harvest Festival (in school) 
• Friday 21st October—Last day of Autumn 1 half term 
• Monday 24th—Friday 28th October—Half Term Holidays 
• Monday 31st October—First day of Autumn 2 half term 
• Monday 7th November—Parents’ evening (3:30pm—7pm) 
• Wednesday 9th November—Parents’ evening (3:30pm—6pm) 
• Monday 14th November—Anti-bullying week—odd sock day 
• Friday 18th November—Children in Need Day—non-uniform day 
• Friday 25th November—INSET Day (school closed to all children) 
• Monday 5th December—Pantomime in school (pm) 
• Tuesday 6th December—KS1 Nativity Performance (2:15pm) 
• Thursday 8th December—KS1 Nativity Performance (9:15am) 
• Friday 16th December—Christmas Lunch and Christmas Parties 
• Friday 16th December—Last day of Autumn Term 
 
Spring Term 2023 
• Tuesday 3rd January— First Day of Spring Term 
• Friday 10th February—Last Day of Spring 1 Term 
• Monday 13th—Friday 17th February—Half Term Holidays 
• Monday 20th February—INSET Day (school closed to pupils) 
• Tuesday 21st February– First Day of Spring 2 Term 
• Friday 31st March—Last Day of Spring 2 Term 

Dates for Your Diaries—Autumn Term 2022 

Year R 
• Friday 9th December—Christmas Craft Workshop 

(parents and children) (2:30pm) 
• Tuesday 13th December—Year R Nativity (2:15pm) 
• Wednesday 14th December—Year R Nativity 

(9:15am) 

Year 1 
• Wednesday 23rd November—Year 1 walk around 

the local area trip 
• Monday 12th December—Art Gallery for Parents 

(9am) 
 

Year 3 
• Monday 28th November—Year 3 open event for 

parents—Fossil making (2:30pm) 



Harvest Festival 
Just a reminder that it is our Harvest Festival next week in school and we are collecting 
food to donate to the food bank at Kings Community Church. They are currently asking 

for donations of: 

tins of meat, fruit or veg, jars of sauce, rice and noodles, cereals, tinned pies, tea and 
coffee, toiletries, squash. 

Please make sure you check use by dates before sending them in to school. All donations 
should go with the children to their classroom on the morning of Monday 17th October.  

Upcoming Events and Reminders 

Our Assembly Theme This Week 
This week we looked at our core value of pride. The children were already confident in knowing that pride 

means being happy with your achievements and celebrating the achievements of others.  

In assembly on Tuesday, we read the book ’The Only Way is Badger’ where the 
main character Badger is so proud of what he can do that he tries to turn all of the 
other animals in the forest into badgers too. We decided that although it was good 
he was proud of what he could do, he also needed to recognise the achievements 
and differences in the other animals and celebrate what they could do that he 

couldn’t. 

We set the children the challenge of saying “well done” to someone this week for 
something that they had done well. 

Bag-2-School 
Thank you to everyone who supported our ‘Bag-2-School’ event last Friday. 

Your donations raised a total of £314 for the PTA.  

Unnamed Clothing 
As the weather gets colder and children begin to bring coats, hats and scarves in to school, 

please can you make sure that all items of clothing are named. 

We inevitably end up with lots of items of clothing that do not have names in them and so 
we cannot reunite them with their owners. We know how frustrating it is for you when 

items of clothing go missing but if they are named, we can locate them and return them to 
you much easier.  

If your child comes home in spare clothes from school, please can we ask that you return 
these as soon as possible. We have nearly run out of spare pants in school as almost all of 

the pairs we have sent home after children have had accidents have not been returned! 



Staying Safe—Online Safety 



Phonics Resources 










