
 Boorley Park News and Updates 
 30th September 2022 

 

A big thank you to all our parents who attended our Year 1 and 2 phonics workshops with Miss Ozanne over the 
course of this week. It was lovely to welcome you into school and to explain to you how we teach phonics in 
school and how you can help at home. We look forward to the Year R event on Monday 3rd October at 9am.  

Please be reassured that if you were unable to come along, we will save the PowerPoint presentations on the 
website on the ‘phonics page’ after our final curriculum event.  

 

Congratulations to all of our School Councillors and Eco Councillors who were elected by their classes this week 
and who were given their badges in assembly on Friday. At Boorley Park we are keen to ensure our children 

learn about British Values including democracy and the classes enjoyed voting for their representatives in their 
classes. We hope that they will be fabulous role models and will help to make our school an even better place by 

gathering and sharing opinions, ideas and solutions.  

Spotlight On…… The Library 

Over the last three years, we have invested a significant amount of money in our library as we believe that 
having access to exciting texts helps children to develop their passion for reading. 

Each class visits the library at least once a week and every child is allowed to take 
two books home each week. While children are still on the ‘book banded’ books 

learning their phonics, they take home a picture book and a non-fiction book—these 
are for you to read and share with your child at home. As they move on from 

reading book banded books and become increasingly fluent, they can choose books 
from our fiction shelves too. We separate these into two sections—one section for 
younger readers and one for more confident readers, where these books may be 

suitable for older readers. 

Our teachers help children to pick books, check what they have selected and 
encourage them to try new titles. 

In the last few weeks, we have also invested in an online library system and we will be growing this over the 
coming year. This will give you the chance to see which books we have in our library, place reservations for 

specific titles, submit reviews and access lists of recommended reading. 

This week, we have given Year 2 and 3 pupils the 
opportunity to apply to be librarians, helping to 

manage the library and be ambassadors for reading. 
Application forms and job descriptions are available 
from class teachers and the library and need to be 

returned by Friday 7th October. 



Year 2 

• Don’t forget that librarian applications need to be 
in by Friday 7th October (forms are in the 
library). 

• Friday 21st October—Year 2 open event for 
parents—sharing stories (2:30pm) -  

• Thursday 3rd November—Year 2 Inventors Dress 
Up Day 

• Thursday 17th November—Year 2 open event for 
parents—car workshop (2:15pm) 

Whole School 
• Tuesday 4th October—Open Evening for Year R 2023 starters—6pm presentation in the hall 
• Friday 7th October—Bag 2 School Non-Uniform Day 

• Monday 17th October—Harvest Festival (in school) 
• Friday 21st October—Last day of Autumn 1 half term 

• Monday 31st October—First day of Autumn 2 half term 

• Monday 7th November—Parents’ evening (3:30pm—7pm) 
• Wednesday 9th November—Parents’ evening (3:30pm—6pm) 
• Monday 14th November—Anti-bullying week—odd sock day 

• Friday 18th November—Children in Need Day—non-uniform day 

• Friday 25th November—INSET Day (school closed to all children) 
• Monday 5th December—Pantomime in school (pm) 
• Tuesday 6th December—KS1 Nativity Performance (2:15pm) 
• Thursday 8th December—KS1 Nativity Performance (9:15am) 
• Friday 16th December—Christmas Lunch and Christmas Parties 
• Friday 16th December—Last day of Autumn Term 

• Tuesday 3rd January—First day of Spring Term 

Dates for Your Diaries—Autumn Term 2022 

Year R 

• Monday 3rd October—Phonics Workshop for Year 
R parents (9am—approx. 1 hour) 

• Friday 9th December—Christmas Craft Workshop 
(parents and children) (2:30pm) 

• Tuesday 13th December—Year R Nativity (2:15pm) 
• Wednesday 14th December—Year R Nativity 

(9:15am) 

Year 1 
• Friday 14th October—Year 1 open event for 

parents—Science Workshop (2:45pm) 
• Wednesday 23rd November—Year 1 walk around 

the local area trip 

• Monday 12th December—Art Gallery for Parents 
(9am) 

 

Year 3 

• Don’t forget that librarian applications need to be 
in by Friday 7th October (forms are in the 
library). 

• Wednesday 12th October—Year 3 open event for 
parents—Cave Painting Gallery (2:45pm) 

• Monday 28th November—Year 3 open event for 
parents—Fossil making (2:30pm) 



Harvest Festival 
On Monday 17th October we will be celebrating Harvest Festival in school thinking about 

where food comes from and how it is shared out locally, nationally and globally. 

As part of the festival, we will be collecting food to be donated to the local food bank at 
Kings Community Church to support local families. If you and your child are able to 

make a small donation, they are currently suggesting the following items are helpful to 
them: 

tins of meat, fruit or veg, jars of sauce, rice and noodles, cereals, tinned pies, tea and 
coffee, toiletries, squash. 

Please make sure these are in date. The donations will be collected in the classrooms on Monday 17th October 
then displayed in the hall. 

Upcoming Events and Reminders 

Our Assembly Theme This Week 

Our theme for collective worship this week was the core value our children are most 
familiar with—courage. 

In assembly on Tuesday we read the story ‘Jabari Jumps’ about 
a little boy who challenges himself to jump from the highest 

diving board. We focused on how courage doesn’t always have to 
be something big but can be a small challenge that we set 
ourselves or a situation that we find difficult. The children 

reflected on something small that they find challenging (e.g. 
asking for help when they don’t understand, telling the truth 

when they think they might get in trouble) and how they could use courage to overcome 
this. 

Bag-2-School 
Don’t forget that Bag-2-School is next Friday (7th October) and that this is a non-uniform day for the children.  

You can help us to raise funds by donating your unwanted textiles and dropping them to 
the Sports Pavilion car park (opposite the school) between 8am and 9am on Friday 7th 
October. Your items should be placed inside a black bin liner and can include clothing, 

shoes (tied together please), hats, belts, handbags and soft toys. The school receives money 
by weight of goods donated so please do take this opportunity to have a good clear-out of 

your cupboards! 

Help Available 
Please don’t forget that if you are struggling in any way at home, we are here to help. In particular, we have an 
awful lot of pre-loved uniform in excellent condition at school so if your child does need anything, please let us 

know and we can do our best to source what you need. 



Staying Safe—Sleep 

What is the importance of sleep? 

A good night’s sleep is essential to feeling good, being able to learn and staying healthy. A lack of sleep can 
make you feel poorly, unable to learn and not want to go out with your friends and family. If you, or your 

child, is struggling to get a good night’s sleep, follow these top tips:  

1. Think about your bedtime routine - What time do you go to bed? If you are going to bed too late, you will 
not get enough sleep. Try bringing your bedtime forward by 20 to 30 minutes at a time.  

2. Make sure you are tired before going to bed - the less time you have 
to spend awake in bed, the better.  

3. Have at least 15 minutes of quiet time before going to sleep so that 
your body and brain can relax and prepare for sleep.  

4. Don’t use your phone or computer before bed - this can stimulate 
your brain and make it more awake.  

5. Try having a lukewarm bath as this can help your body to relax.  

6. Try to go to bed at the same time every day once you have a settled 
routine.  

7. Choose a relaxing activity before bed, such as reading or listening to 
calm music.  

8. Create a cosy environment. Is the room dark enough? Is the room at the correct temperature… not too hot 
and not too cold?  

Do you know how much sleep your child needs? 

The amount of sleep that your child is recommended to have is based upon their age. The NHS recommends the 
following:  

 

 

 

 

 

Your child’s bedroom 

Your child's bedroom should ideally be dark, quiet and tidy. It should be well ventilated and kept at a 
temperature of about 18 to 24 degrees. If you can, fit some thick curtains to block out any daylight, especially 

when the evenings and early mornings are lighter. 

If you have tried these tips, but your child is regularly having problems sleeping, you may feel that you need 
further support. You can speak with your GP or health visitor who may be able to provide additional 

information. Of course, you are also very welcome to speak to a member of staff at school.  


